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OPERA BOUFFBE.

“Narbe Nleno’’ at the Acddemy of Musie.

Borbe Bleue 1a not altogether a novelty upon
the Phlladelphin etage, haviog been served up,
after & fashion, in an English dress, which we
meed mot say I8 Incomparably inferior in all
respects, save that of mere fastidlousness, to the
original, as it came fresh from the hands op
Offenbach and the Messleurs Meilbac and
Halevy., The plot of the extrayaganza is based
not altogether upon the old-time nursery tale ot
“Blue Beard,” the source of mingled delight
aond borror to our lufaotlle days, but more
especinlly upon & plece of medimval French
history, on which the nursery tale ls likewlse
founded, somewhnt as follows:—

Gil de Retz, o powerful baron of Brittany in
the days of the Crusades, attained a most unen~
viable reputation ss an epnemy to the people
living round about his ocnstle, belng in the
habt, according to the unpleasant rumors
which were freely circulsted, of suticlng women
and children Inte his stronghold, and there
pulting a summary end to thelr exietence, For
his multitndinous erimes he was finglly Indicted
and put upon trial before the Couuncil at
Rennes; bul the judges entertalved such an
uwnwholesome fenr of his desperale men-at-
arms thit mo amount of testimony avalled to
convince them of has goilt. As the notorions
brigand was aboul to go unwhipt of justice,
the proseculor arose, and after reprosching
the court for its cowardice, changed the charge
aguinst him to one of sorcery, whereapon a
prompt conviction ensued, apd Gil de Retz was
durned alive at the stake.

The fate of Gil de Retz was not more melan-
clholy and tragical than that of “'Munfredo,” the
troubudour: but it was rather too violent for
the purposes of operatic extravaganza, and so
Messleurs Meilhac and Halevy, who do the
diterary busivess for Offenbach, have contorted
the old story after the following fashion:—

The first nct, disclosing a village scene, with
mountaius in the background, and the castle of
“Bloe Beard” in the distance, opens with an
aflecting interview between “Prince Saphir”
{personated lnst evening at the Academy of
Music by M. Dardignac) and “Flearette”
{Mad'lle Marie). *Prince Baphir” s disgualsed
@3 6 shepherd—how flat, stule, and unprofitable
would be the mimic life of the stuge without
these princes in disguise | —wearing a gorgeous
satin vest which envelopes him with mystery
and serves to give & clue to his noble origin at
the outset; while *“*Fleurette,” eeemingly a sim-
ple shepherd girl, is subsequently developed
into the long-lost daughter of old “King

Bobeche” (M. Fraucis). The love-making
of the pair s soon interrapted
by the advent of “Boulotte” (Muad'lle
Irma), a romping, Dbolsterous damsel,

unchary of her charms, and disposed to make
love to evervbody. Bhe plunges at the “Prince"
sand vehemently ingists thal he shall embrace
her, which the modest and proper youth in the
galin vest declines to do. ‘“Popolani” (M.
Tholer), an alchemist in the service of “Blue
Beard” (M. Aujac), and “Count Oscar” (M,
Benedic), who has risen, “by the help of the
ladles,” to the position of Prime Minister to
“King Bobeche,” interrapt the struggle. **Count
Oscar” is in search of the daughter of “King
Bobeche,” who had been set afloat in 4 basket
when an infant, somewhat afier the fashion op
Moses of old, belog the n regarded as an incom-
brance to the royal househiold; while **Popo-
Iani” is charged with selecting from among
1he village girls & “Rose Queen,”
hwe master having taken a sudden
fancy to crown one, with the presumed inteny
of lustalling Ler as his sixth wlte, having j ust
gotten rid of his filth 10 a mysterious way,
through the agency of this same “Popolunih
*'Count Qecar” suggests that the Rose-Queen be
selected by lot, to which *“Popolani” gives
assent, The village girls ure summoned, aud pro-
ceed to give their names to the seribe, who
writes them on slips of paper and deposits them
in a basket, from which the lucky maiden isto be
drawn by a chald, While the names are being
written, “Boulotte” sollloqulzes upon her
chuauces, and finally requests that her name he
taken aleo. This action greatly astounds the
gay young men of the village, who desire to
kuow if “Boulotte” will dare claim “the prize
of virtue.” “Boulotle” insists that she will, in
the following ditty, somewhat more faithfally
rendered thin in tue Boglish version which
accompanies the libretto:—

YHow eagerly they press thelr elalms !
In lensn}:u tosather?one and all

ursue it
Don’terowd me out, my princal .
For if you press me u'?.: fho waﬂ Goiane;
11 gon pereote
AVe mine, t
e World s Dot 5o atriot, I wol.,m'

That I may not,as wel as you

Demand o :\rlle that's drawn by lot.

“¥Pis trone, before a gay gallant
I1don't xut on Aan angry alr,
1l blushing;
I'm not obsoured by prodish cant,
Like those who are as good as falr,

b |
Bo '"?5...:

Bot, take my name, lot's have Ialr play;
The world {s not so strict, I wol,

That I may not, as well as they,
Demand the prize thel's drawn by lot.”

“Boulotte's" name is drawn from the basket g
= matter of course; wnd then “Count Oscar™
diecovers that the baske' once belonged to the
royal household, sud Auully, to his great delight
he finds m the owner of it, the simple shepherd’
ees V'Fleuretie,” the long lost “*Princess Hermia,”
daughter to ‘“King Bobeche.,” The Princess is
installed In a palanguin, and her escort starls
for the court, accompauicd by “*Priuce Saphir,h
still disguised as & shepherd, to whom she
declarcs she will remain faithful in her ney,
found station, On the way “Blue Beard” en-
counters the Princess, isstruck with her charms,
Inments that desiiay should throw so many faiy
dames in his path, only to be znatched from his
arms by scoidentul death, aud runolv.ea that this
oneé shall be mourned by him, along with the
rest, Then the melancholy widower meets
s'popolant,” and while discussing with him the
appearance of Lis sixth wife that is to be
siBonlotte” euters daond s preseuted w “Bloe
Beard” o8 her future spouse, Nothing duunted,
she exclaims:—

vWell I know the man I wed
Little good hus sver feignod;
Bul I'll venture, for 'tis asid
Nothing risked 18 nothing gained."”
The first act closes with “Blue Beard" fully

oonroled, and trilling:—
wI'm the Enlgot Biue Beard! Hooray |
Ne'er was widower ko gay "

The second act transpire: at the palace of
“King Bobeche,” whose troubles are of un
opposite character from those of “Blue Beard.”
The worlhy sovereign is moved to groat
jealousy by reason of the supposed intrigaes of
certaln courtiers with his wife, *‘Queen Cle-
mentize” (Mad'lle Duclos). Five of these

unlucky gentlemen have already been put out

I of the way by “Count Oscer,” to cnsure hlu‘

royal muster peace of mind, The “Prinoes.
Hermian” is also to be provided for. and this
oconsions the king some little tribulation, for
the young Iady, etll]l faithful to her shepherd
EWRin, 1ebels agalnst a princely match
arranged  for her. But when she dls
covera that the “Prince Saphir” and
the shepherd mre one and the same,
she Is quite pacified, and the court puts on its
gayest air, in honor of the approsching mar-
rlage. The newly-married mnoblemen of the
realm, among others, are Invited, to present
their wives for the latter to kiss the king's hand,
“Blue Beard” and *“Boulotte™ are among the
number. The Iatter, however, not accustomed
to courtly ways, offers to bet twenty sous that
“ithe fat old womuan, with the merry face, is
‘Queen Clementiney'” passes by the proffered
hund of the king, to giye “Prince Saphir” a
rousing kiss; puts the climax on the consternas
ton of the court by throwing herself on the
king’s neck, with a warm #alutation on each
cheek; serves all the courtlers in like fashioo;
and then rushes forth, followed by the aslo-
pnished “Blue Begrd” and indignant cries from
the courtiers,

The third act discloses the cave of “Popo-
lani," the alchemist, who, soliloquising, revenls
the fuct that, lustend of baving put an end to
the five previous wives of “Blue Beard” he has
merely stosed them awny in a recess of the
cavern resembliog a tomb in outward appear-
ances. To the alchemist **Blue Beard"” shortly
nppears and anuounces that “Boulotie” must be
summarily disposcd of, in order thal he may
wed the “Princess Hermia” before the clock
strikes twelve, the hoor appointed for her mur
riasge with “Privce Saphir,” “Boulotte” §s then
brought in, & sleeping draught s admnistered
to her by "Popoluni,” “Blue Beurd” depurts to
copsole himsell with bia seventh wife, “Boa-
lotte” I quickly brought around ny means of a
galyanic shock, the entrance to the appareat
tomb is thrown open, revealing the other five
wives seated ut a sumptuous repast, and by
them “Boulotte” is welcomed as “the sixth wife
of the man with many amorous fancies.,” Under
the instroctions of “Popolapi,” the six wives
therenpon disguise themselves ns gypsies and
sally forth to seck the King and lay before him
an sccount ol the criminal whims of “Bluae
Beard."

With the opening of the fourth and la't act,
we are again introduced to the palace of “King
Bobeche,” whers the nuptlials of the Prinee and
Princess, about to be cclebrated, are interrapted
by the entrapce of “Blue Beard,” agaln a
widower, who announces the denth of his sixth
wife, and demands of the Kiung the hund of
his davghter, The King demurs to such a
wooing, but only to be Lhreatened with *‘pul-
verization” by “Blue Beard,” who reminds his
liege lord that the royal army is not in a
condition to compete succesrfully with his
own., “Prince Saphir" relieves the King of
his dilemma by challenging *‘Blue Beard” to
morinl combat, the King declaring that to the
best man of the two the band of lus daughter
ghinll full. When the duel is well under way,
“Blue Beard” raises the ory of *“Police;
police " The Prince looks around hurriedly
for the myrmidouvs of the law, and “Blue
Beard" takes advantage of his being thus
thrown off his guurd to stab him in the back,
remarking naively that he *learned that trick
ol his feucing master.” " His rival lhus dis-
posed of, the nuptinls of “Blue Beard”
and the “Princess Hermin” are about to be con-
summated, when the whole unsatisfactory
arrangewent is upsel by the entrance of a band
of gypsles, which, when unmasked, proves to be
“Popoluni,” with the six wives of “Blue Beard,”
and “'Count Osear,” with five of the victims to
the King's jenlousy, pone of whom had been
put to death as supposed, and **Prince Saphir,”
who had been resuscitated io time to take part
in the closing tablean, There are seven men
and seven women—all the Intter being wives of
“Blue Beard,” He desires to know if he 18 to
keep them all, and the King is puzzied as to what
disposition he is to muke of the courtiers.
“Count Ogcar™ suggests that the difficulty be
setiled by ench gentleman receiving the hand of
one of the Indies, to which the King and “Blue
Beard” cheerfully nssent. The latter receives
back “‘Boulotte,” whose easy virtue s quite as
much as he deserves; the *‘Prince Baphir” is
muade happy with the “*“Princess Hermia,”whom
she had loved when o a lowly siation; and the
other five couples are assatisfactorily matched.
Butisfactory, indeed, it is; and us the curtain
falls, “Blue Beard,” the man of many fancles,
BINgsi—

HAS for me, I am satisfied

Tuat such joy should all betide;

Ne'er was widower lo’m

Asthe Knight Blue B | Hooray!"

Buch is the plot of Barbe Bleue, a racy, rompe
ing sketch of free and easy life in days gone by,
As @ drama It is nol without great merit, being
full of striking situations and remarkably free
from monotouy. It is brlsk in action, lively in
eentiment, extruvagant in all its detaile, 14 s
not as free from objection, on the score of
morahity, a8 Marha and The Bohemian @iri,
two fnir epecimens of the grand opers school of
literature, but when wo compare it with Don

Giovanni, Rigoletto, aud La Favoriia, to
the wvile plots of which the grandest
scorcs of Mozart, Verdi, and Donizetii

are sung without offimse, Barbe Blews can lay
claim to positive merit.  Such a comparison is,
however, entirely unjust, as we have repeatedly
urged heretolore, in divcussing the claling and
merite of opera bouffe in gencral, The two
aehools of lyric urt are so widely separated that
they have slmost nothilug In common in 4 musi-
cal wuy, und the necessiies of the case reunder
a8 wide a diversencd in the aceéssories of plot
and lapguage imperative,

The first perfermance in this eilty of Barbe
Blewe o the origlunl was given at the Acudemy
of Music lust evenimg, by Mr. Baleman's new
Freneh troupe, every member of which was o
stranger to Philpddiphia, The cost was as
indleated above, snd fu the main it was the best

that My, Datemoan hes yet glven us, Mad'lle
Irmn, a4 plam! and fair Mittle creature,
with  un stiraciive fage, and & won-
derful  Irecdom of nction, was  favor-

+'Y
L

ubly received the outset, the wudlence
doubticss being prompted to muke the most of
her by the glashing nsaaulls which have been
Jevelled at all of Offenbach’s productions and
thelr loterpreters, Her eordlal reseption was
fully justified, for she ranks far above Postee as
an artisie, both vocally and higtrionically, Her
voice is & full and rich mezzo soprano, free
from jars and breaks, pleasing and foreible
throughout; and whenever the oot over-
tasking composer dJdemands of her W
dlsplay of the most intricate vocallzation, she

would cut the sorrlest sort of a figure, Nor
does she depend so much as the latter upon
suohs and kicks and grimaces for effect,
altkough the vo < of ““Boulotte” Is one which 's

inseparable irom such ecoentricities of arl. X,
Aujac, the new tenor, is deserving of equal
pralse when brought into comparison with the
principal tenors of Mr. Bateman's first troupe.
He may not be as Ingenuous a8 Gulfroy, but
bis volce i& a pgreat deal etronger
and more reliable, enabling him to execute the
role of “Bluc Beurd” with more taste and skill
than we have yet seen in that of “Fritz" or
“Parls.” Of the other arlisles who made their
firet appearance last evening, it Is only neces-
sary to say (hat they aré all sccomplished
actors, and quite passable as far as Lheir vocal
powers and cullure are concerned,

Iu sapeaking of the merite of Barbe Bleue ns &
musical composition, we can compare it with
La @rande Duchesse aud La Belle Hé'ene nlone,
4 compurison which does not place itin an
altogether favorable light, It 1s not equal in
merit to the latter, while both it and La Bele
sink far below La Gronde Duohesse, In the
concerted pleces only has Ofenbach done
full justice to hise powers, allhough he
bas interpersed his ecore with many
altrnctive passages, nand s characteristi-
cally himeelt from the overture to the finale,
Indeed, if we bad not kmown what the opera
was, we should bave taken it to be a supplement
to elther La Grande Duchesse, or La Buile
Helene.

The picce is placed en the stage in ap elegant
manner, with magwificent costomes, and a
chorue that is better than any which have gone
before Ite  In thelr general execution every
member of the troupe is pninstakiog aod
thoroughly st home, doing full justice to lan-
guage, music, and sentiment, and presenting to
the public an entertainment which, while net
pretending to belong to the highest school of
art, is brilhant, humorous, and popular, Barbe
Bleue will be given throughout the weck, and
after it will come La Grande Duchesse and La
Beile Helene,

DRAMATIC.

The “Lancashire Lpss,

Mr H. J. Byron's drama of The Lacashire
Lags was produced last evening, according to
snnonncement, both at the Arch aud Chesuut
Btreet Theatres, Mr., Byron ls the author of
someof the best dramatic works of the duy, This
is not very high praise, it is true, but it 1s some-
thing to be able to sincerely commend & modern
playwright for something more than the oppor-
tunitles which he offers to the sthge carpentor
und machinists to distingoish themselyes. Mr,
Byron generally has an intelligible and interest®
jug plot, & reasonably well-written dialogue, and
his characters, it not always studied from 1ifes
are drawn with more or less skill, and allow
some scope for the display of ability on the part
of the sactors who may be called upon to fill
them. The Lancashire Lass inclines more to
what ie known as the sensational than most of
Mr, Byron's plays, It ls well spiced with vil-
lniny, and murder, forgery, suicide, and other
crimes form the substunce of the story, The
rascnle, however, all come to grief, and suffer in
one way or other for their offenses, The vir-
tuous hero and heroine escape the perlls that
beset them, and are united and live happlly in
4 munuer most satisfnctory to the feelings of the
audience. The moral, therelore, is excellent,
aud the idea impressed upon the mmds of all ut
the fall of the curtmin is, be victuons and you
will be correspondivgly happy. The plot ol the
play may be stated as follows:—

“Ruth Kirby,” the herowne of the piece, is the
daughter of a wealthy farmer, who deétermines
that she shall enjoy the educational adyvautnges
which have been denied himselr, While the
father, therefore, Is merely a rough old farmer,
the daughter, on arriviog at a marriageable age,
is a refined and accomplished ladv, *“*Ned Clay-
fop." o young cogineer, succeeds In engaging
“Ruth’s” alections, but an sdventurer by the
pame of “Robert Redburn® also becomes smit-
ten with her charms, and he sets to work to cut
“Ned” out by fuir means or foul, “Redbarn,”
who passes Limeelf off for au artist, secures as
an assistant in his schemes “Kate Garstone™ a

_factory girl, who is in love with *'Ned Clayton”

herself, and therefore embittered in her feelings
sgainst “*Ruth,” and she 18 also in the power of
*Redburn,” who 13 aware of some nefarious
doing of her’s in London., *Ruth” is iodoeced
to believe thut “Ned" Is faithless to her, and at
length “Redborn,” with the ald of “Kale Gar-
stone," obtaing s0 much influence over her that
ghe writes a letter consenting to elope with him,
The Jetter fails into the hands of *Ned Clayton,”
who opens il in the presence of *Ruth’s” father,
Just at this moment “Ruth” herself enters the
room, and “*Ned,” to screen her from the old
man's indignatlon, rends the letler s if 1t was
sn indignant rejection of “Redbufy’s” proposal.

After this magnanimous act, however, he refuses
to give her a place in his affections, and to
drown his sorrow he enters on u course ol dis-
sipation,

Two years later we find “Redburn” endeavor-
ing to repuir his damaged fortunes by marriage
with *Faony Danville,” the daughter of a
Liverpool merchant of reputed wealth, *Mr.,
Daunville,” however, suspeclts the character of
his daughter's suitor, and refuoses to listen to
him. *“Redburn,” however, obtains the nasist.
ance of “'a party by the name of Johnson,” who
had been transported a number of years before
for o forgery which was really committed by
“Mr, Danville,” and who now seeks to oblsin
revenge by foroing the merchant o marry his
dapghter to the adventurer. *‘Huth Kirby,"
however, who, having left home ulter bher ron.
ture with “*Ned Olayton,” is living io tne family
of *“Mr, Danville” in the capacity of governess,
frusteates this scheme and éaves the young lady.
“Hedburn," baflled st all points, leaves tle
country, und “Jobneiol” makes the merchant
pay large snms for his silence ubout the forgery
business, To escapo from his importunities,
“Danville” takes advantage of an opportunity
which is offered him aud pushes ‘‘Johnson”
into the river, “Eate Gurstone,” who hud visited
the same epot for the purpose of ending her
course of guilt and misery by suleide, witncsses
the transaction from behind a pier, where she
lny concenled; and when “Ned Clayton,” who
haviog been the last person seen in “Johnson's"
company, is arrested for his murder, she springs
forward to tell all ghe knows, but falls to the
ground exhausted, und expires before she is
able to tell the truth, *“*Hedburn,” who was on
his way to the ghip at the time the murder was
committed, succeeds in fastening it upon “Ned,"s
and he then proceeds to renew Lis attentions to
“Ruotw.™

“Ruath,” however, rejects hia proposals with
contempt, mnd ehe shows ber uflection for

uequits hersell with greatpredit where Tostee

"Ned” by endeavoring to effect his escapa from
prison. To this end she cajoles “Jellick,” his
jailor, who had once been a saitor of hars, and
coneents to marry him provided he will do ber

the service she requires. ““Hedbarn,” ho ™" ver
is on tho watch, aud he Is about to have *‘Ned"
again arrested when be himeell s taken Inlo
custody on a long serien of swindling charges,
Five years pass by, and we find “Ruth" snd
“Ned"” happily married and engaged in aheep
farming in Australia.  “Mr. Danville” has
conleesed himself the murderer of “Johnson,”
nnd thus *‘Neds" lovoeence fs established,
One day, however, they are astonished by see
g “Redburn™ take refuge in their house from
a number of pursuera who bad detected him In
pome thieving operations. “*Ned," forgetiul o!
the injuries he had reoeived from the villain.
offers him a pistol to defend himsell, und the
ungrateful wretch turos the wenpon on his pre-
server, Before be oan pall the trigger, however,
he 16 shot by the rifle of one of hls parssers,
and, as they rush o, it is found that “Redbory®
came to his end by the hand of the party by the
name of “Johnson,” who explalus that when
he fell Into the water he was tescued by o abip
bound for Australie, wnd that he had reformed
and become n uselul member of socioty,

The Lancashire Lass ia pot the most meritos
ricus of Mr. Byron's playe, but it Is more likely
to muake money for the suthor and managoer, sod
to please the lancy of a Ilarge portion of the
playgoing public, tha better  productions,
Taking it all in all, however, the prece I8 supe-
rior to most of the dramas of its class, and If
well placed upon the stage and well meted, it
could scarcely fail to mnake a hit, Tt is fuirly
written, and ability has been shown in the
arrangement of the scenes so that the curtein
shall descend npon an effective climax o sach aot,
aod a striking situation at the end of the play.
The feature of the drama, however, and want
raises it above the commonplace, is “the pariy by
the name of Jobuson,” This 18 & Arst-rate ren-
sation purt for & competent actor, but the olher
scharacters are all of the conventional styles
that have been exhibited so often that the name
and an indication of the line of business js &
sufficient intimation to the habituxl playgoer
as to what he may expect to see. Judging The
Lancashire Lags on ils own merils, we would
nol be able to award it any great amount of
praige, but in comparison with other dramss ol
like character, ils superiority entitles it o com®
mendation, It was received with enthusinsm
at both theatres last evening, and the probubili-
ties are that it will have a long ron. Bome
judicious pruning, however, I8 needed; and if
the dinlogue s llberally cut in a number of
places, the play will not be injured materially,
and the performunce will pass oif smoother and
conclude at a somewhat seasonable hour,

The “Lanenshire Lass™ at the Arveh.

Mre, Prew has placed the Loncashire Lass
upon the stage in good style, although there is
pot a8 much new scenery as we expecled Lo
gee, from the announcements that were made,
The eflcers of good taste and good maungement
were evident, however, in tbe stage uppoint-
ments no less than  in the efficient mauner in
which the vanous parts were rendered, and in
the abeence of awk ward balks and walts, which
are usually 8o annoying on the trst night of a
new piece,

Mr. Hill's personation of *the party by the
name of Johusou” was, in the muin, very good.
This was especially the case in the firat two
acts in which he appeared, Mr, Hill's “muke-up’
wns capilal, and he brought out the strong
points of the character in excellent style. Mr,
il’s  peeuliar, half-choked style of elo-
cution, however, detracted from the merits
of this as it does from many mora of
b e personutions, We donot kuow whether the
deiver which we have vawmed is natural aod
th: refore irremedinble, or whether it is werely
o bad habit., If the latter, It ought to be cured
#s sooun as possible, If Mr., Hall would only
speak pluinly he would be & mueh more ac-
ceptable actor, aud with his undoubled talents
it is worth while for him to beed the hiuts
which bave been dropped from time to time ou
this poiut. The drunken scenes in the third
uct were not overdone, but there was too much
of what is at the best an unplensant exhibition,
and the performance would be improved if *the
party, by the name of Johnson," allowed
us to see less ol him while uuder the influence
ot the ‘rosy.” The third act might be cut
down fo Lalf its present proportions with
advaptage, und bhe still be long enough belore
the audience to secure their sympathles without
wearying them,

Miss Price played the part of “Kata Gar.
ston” very well indeed, but the cast would be
strengthened if she were to tuke the more
juvenile and pleasing, but searcely Wove -
portant role of “Ruth Kirby,! and Mrs, Drew
were to undériake *Kate Garston” herself,
Miss Price has soarcely sufficlent emergy and
tragic power for such & characler as *‘Kate Gar-
ston,” while Mrs. Drew could give It with ull the
power und intensity that are required to make
it a prominent part io the play, Mre, Drew her.
aelfl ehows to less advantoge as the beautifal
nud fickle, but, after ull, true-hearted “‘Ruth,h
than she would as the revengelful, Lalf-gypsy
“Kate,” Bolh parts were well acted, but the
chunge we have suggested would be an improve
ment, Mr, Everly makes & capable representa’
tive of the villain “Redourn;” and Mr, Wallis,
always & careful and painstaking actor, makes
the most of the small part of “Farmer Kirby.”
Mr. Cralg has few opportunities to show his
comic abilities as “Epotty,” but what hie doey is
well done, and he is entitled (o credit for not
allecptng to oversel bis part or to
sive it more fmportance than
:t. 1a fairly entitled to. Mr. Hewmple as “Jellick,
Mr, Mackoy as “Mr, Dunville,” wnd M, Cresse
as “Faopy Deaville,” all did well in chinracters
which did pot bring them prominently torward,
Mr. James, who undertook the part of *Ned
Clayton,” sfilicts Lis audiepce with the same
bad style of utierance ns Mr. Hiil, ouly in &
greater degree. This gentloman seted the
charpcter neslgoned him reasonably though not
remurkably well, but he ooght to leurn to speak
pluiner, We beliewe that bhe could do it if he
would make the effort, sud he would create a
much more favorable impression, With the
¢xception of the pact of “'Johnson,"” and per-
hape that of “Kate Garston,” the play does not
afford opportunities for uny very good acting
that will be much out of the ususl Jine; and ns
most of the characters nb the Arch are credita.
bly filled, and the play passes off with spirit,
that s a8 much a8 we can reasonably expect,
The qualities of which we have spoken com-
mend it to those who admire rather highly
gpleed entertainments, and the plece and per-
formavce have the merit, unusual o so-called
| sonsational plays, of not belog utterly senseless,

The dramutiet hins displayed ability in the con-
struction if pot in the wrlting of the play, and
At this thestre ite success s not undeserved,
An immense audicnce was Iu attendanoce last
evening, and the cortain was rang up at the end
of ench net and st the conclusion of the play,
in compl'lance with the heariy applaase which
rewnrded the eforts of the nclors,

The ‘"Lancashire Lass" a1 the Cheanut,

A fine audlence as*einbled lust night at the
Chesnut Btreot Theatre to witness the perform-
ance of the Lancashire Lass, which the m<qqg0.,
ment clnlm to have obtamed Jiroct frem
London, together with th® models for the
seenery, from the sothos'y yeent, and to be the
only anthorized Drodaction inthe city, Whethep
this be 50 or Bot will be declded 1o the course of
a few daye, Mr. Sinn baving submitted the
question to the United Btates Qourts. From the
pames thut had been announced fu the cast the
publie had expeoted to see some very good
acting, und in thet they were not disappointad,
for, generally speakiug, the performer: named
did excelleally, and the piece itself, considering
that It was Ite first performance, and the first
appearance of many of those who assumed Lhe
various roles, went ofl te the satisfaction ol
every one present. It 4 that kind of drama
that attracts the attection of toe auditors, and
the luugusge s 60 blended with the sceuery and
stage elfects that the Interest is not allowed to
flug until the #nd of ench act, when the effoct is
#o strikivg that each and every one in the house
allows his or her pent up feelings to escape la
the shape of hearty wpplause, At the conely
slon of each act lust evening the curthin was
drawn up for the second time.

Thore were many pew faces in the company,
and an ovg these were Miss Henrictla leving,
Benern Eloparda de Carfano, Miss Bessie Sads
low, Mr. E, F, Thorne, J. T. Ward, Mr. A. R,
Beecher, and J, B, Biudley, All the above were
well recelved by the audlence, and Mr, J, B,
Hoberta in particular was woarmly applanded
when he made bis sppearance,

The “Ruth Kirby" of Miss Irving was a natu-
ral piece of neting, Her manner wias not at «)
stugy, but easy and graceful. Senora Carfano,
who sustained the character of the glpsy girl,
“Kate Garston,' is a Spanish brunette, with
rather awkward moivements and an Indistinet
enunciation, Miss Bessle Sudlow, as the light
aud frivolous “Fanvy Danville,” aoted well her
part, but the “Grecian beud” which she affected
was in shocking bad taste und certninly out of
date, more especlully =0 when we remeaber
that a recent writer proved besond doubt {hut
the fushions ol France aod America are not
adopted in Eogland uotil a yoar at least after
they are Inwnogurated in those couun'ries, The
ridiculons postutes of Miusws Budlow were re-
celved with such derisive lanehter that it ls to
be hoped that this lady will conform her dress to
the titues. The greatest plece of acting 1 the
whole play was that of J, B, Btudley, “'a party
by thename of Jobnsou." His “muke-up” wua
adwirable, and his delinention of the character
wus tach as 1t ought to be. His rendition
of it in the scepe in which he discloses himself
to "M, Danville" as “an old pal,” and the dranken
scenc In the third act were warmly applanded,
Mr. B, YV, Thorne was rather tame ss the true
lover, but he will evidently do betler as he
becomes more familiar with the part. Mr, J. B.
Roberts, the veieran, appesred ounly in the
prolegue, bul he rendered “Farmer Kirby® lo
bia usually sceeptable manver. **‘Spolty,” the
wail and stray, had a good reprezentative in
J. T. Ward, The only one in the cast who
seemed to be il at ease was Mr. K. L, Tilton
who ssstmed & role, “Robert Redburn,” that
wie uot at all suited to his abilities, The re.
mainder of the charncters were well attended

to by the balanes of the company.

The Clty Amuscments,

Ar tae Wansur Mr. E. L. Daveoport will
appear thie evening as “Long Tom Coflin,”
the nautical deama of The Mol and as “Rob
Roy" in the Bcotch drama of that name,

To-morrow evening Mr, T.J. Hemphill, the
Buemeess Mansger, will have bla sununl beneflt,
when we hope he will b2 complimented by a full
houre, London Assvrance nod The Pliot will be
periormed, with Mr. Davenport in the charsc-
ters of “Dazzie” aud *Lovg Tom Coffin,”

At e Cuessur the dramn of The Lancashire
Lags will be performed this evening,

Ar tug ARcH The Lancashire Lags will be
represented this evenine,

Ar THE ACADEMY oF Music Bateman's Freuch
epera bouffe troupe will appear this eveulng lo
Barbe Bleue.

ArTuE AMERICAN there will be a miscelluncons
entertainment this evening,

Tae Geruasia Onenesrra will give n public
rebearsa]l at Musical Fond Hall to-morrow
alternoon,

We rereeive by our advertising colomns that
Mr, Jobson, formerly consulting surgeon and
Dentist to the Royal Family of Eugland, will
lecture at Assembly Bullding, Monday evening
next, on “The Physiology and Harmony of
Female Dress,” ¢mbodying the views of the
bighest ecientific wud srtistlc aathorities io
Earope on that interesting subject,

Tre Youso Massencnor Boorery will give a
erand instrumental and vocal congert at the
Musical Fund Hull on the 10th inst, Messrs,
Graff and Habelmann will appear, with & nam-
ber of other favorile siogers, with a full chorus,
and an orchesirs of thirly-six pleces. Selectious
{rom the best composers will be given,

CIiTY ITEMS.
Sl aatn

BPrLENDID ABSORTMENT OF FALL ARD WINTEW
CroTuisc=Men's, Yousths', Boys', and Cuildran's,
Cholee stock of woleoied styles of Plove Guody, Lo be
mnde 10 order,

Style, Af and werkmanship of our garments surpasel
by none, equalled by few.

Al prices puarantedd lowoer than the towest elacwhere,
and full satisfactfon guaranteed every purchaser, or

tive sale cancellod and money reofwidod,

Hody wiy betwoen }Bmm err & 0.,

a Towek HaLL,
“"surm atrgets. ) No, BN Mankwr 57w,

PHILADRLPILIA,
AND NO. 600 Broabway, Nuw Youx.
PANTALOONE cat to i,
Panwsloons cut fushionably,
Pautaloons cut in the Frenoh style,
Pantaloons In the Kugllsh style,
GCRE pEET PANTALOUN CULTHNER IN THR Ux1oN
I8 me

OnanLEs Broges & Co's,
No, 884 Oheanut sireet,

Fise FarweH CaLy Boors awp Garrwrs.—~The
man who has pever experionced the plessure of
wenring & palr of boots made by Willlam H, Helwes,
Ia lo some extent an object of commiseration. We
spenk knowlngly, having worn Helweg's boots for
years, ‘Thelr comfors, however, is nos thelr only
reconimendation, ms they are made of the best mate
rlul and In the very best manner Helweg will no
employ an incompetent workman; therefore his
work is always first-class, His siore and factory s
&t Mo 536 Areh Btreet, next Lo the corner of Bixih,

@Guovem & Baxmn's Highest Prominm Sewlng

Machines, Ko, 780 Chesbul strect,

NoveLry,
Phimoe or WaLmm
Whaiking Coat,
ous by
Farnominn,

Tae PRINoRofOoat Currans, A perfect gom of tha
art.
Cull ab

CiARLEs Sroxes & 008

No. k24 Chesous streot,

ABSTOUNDING REFORTS, =

000 CARRS OF CORRUMPRION CURED,

Professor Trossean, of the Children's ITasapital
Parls, roports that, in two thousand cases of Oon
sumption, in which she formula for Upham's Fresh
Meat Cure was used, It cured nearly every one
Rllays Lhe cough, heals the lungs, and glves a now
lease of life, Bold §1 por bottle, or six for §5. JOMMN-
MTON, HoLroway & CowomN, No, 62 Areh streol

JREWELRY.~Mr. Willam W, Osssidy, No. 18 Soujls
Becond street, has the largest and most siseaotive
msnortmaent of fine jewelry and sliverware In the cliy,
Purchasera can goly npon obtalning & real, pure artl-
cle farnished at & price which cannot be squalled.
He alno bas a Iarge stook of Amerioan wstches in all
varieiies and at ail prioes, A visit (0 his slOre s sure
to result (n plessure and profin

Canrers —Housekoepers (and especially country
merchanis and tarmers visltiug the city) will find 1§
to their Interest by oalling at J, T, Delacroix's wholoe-
snle nnd retall carpet warehonse, No, 85 Soath Beocond
sireet, above Uheanut, before purchasing elsewhere.
Hes sdvertisement In another colomon,

TRY ONE.
A suit made from the Nex Coronnn Eoorom Cue-
voirs wnd Tmisie Freizue, as they sre gotlen up at
No. 21 Chesnut streei, In far abaad of noythingin
that ilpe in the couniry. Try one,
UnmamLes Sronms & Oo.

DriNk the famous Arotlc Soda Water, and read Tum
Evexine Tungekaric. st Hillman's Nows Siand, as
Norih Penoaylvanla Debot.

TreENwIrTR's News Drror, Iately opensd on Ohess
nut el west ofBixth, No, 514, 18 n model ea'ablishment
Ol s kivd in every respect. Noady fivted up, alry,
light, and ccuvenlent, gooas consplonously diap!
everyihing o perfect order, It i really & plesaure (o

B10p In his place, We huve Just received from him
“Hurper's pekly” and “Monthly ™ the *
Honn:?ﬁ." "(::gai,u Munibly,” ﬂg' un ‘“‘“{3

theee all the other perliocioain. domestic wn re
tle dully papern publishied here, i New York,
othor plsces, snd the Intest books can be found apom
his counters. Me deserves auccess, and will necure 1§,

Prrase Novicw—We are recelving dally freah
Instaiments frow our own work-rooma, elegant goods
made under our own saperyision, and our assortment
will be kept op notwithstandiog our Immense sal
We take a pride In having the best stock (both *
men's and boyps' clothiog) as well e the ¢ af,
Forty Cotters and seveu hundred hauds are still no<
tively o gaged (0 repienlsh our counters. A viait
:rf:!l :;_r:g thils oy day botwesn the hours of 7 A, M,
Our torce of salesmen In lnnil. 50 A8 to afford every
faeility to our customerns whether lmklﬂ:o:'lm‘ ¥l
FPeople who want to save buylng Overcoats m:ﬂ

neée the
Heavy Chesterfields,
Heavy Cneswrtolds,
Heavy Chesterfiolds,
Otbhers will prefer
Our Siyilsh Double-breastad Sacks,
Cur Stylimh Double-breasied Sacikn,
Our Sty ilsh Double-breasied Racks.
: ln}"..-ouhu?r nllwulno'n‘:rn--wtng l(!lnll:r. We ara do-
frim o sl them out, mnd hav arefor
unrk:llho ur}m Iu«;. ) : i "
8e arge foree of waleasmen Lo glve good attens
tion to all, elther looking or baying. . a

WANAMAKKER & BROWN
THE LARGEST OLOFHING HOUBE,

OAK HAL.
The corner of SIXTH aud MARKET Streets,
DIED,

—
BECHTEL.~On the 7th Instant, BARAH, wifs of
» 1 T
}‘;w?g:::l.wn:a:nm of the I'nu Julin and Mary
® ves an ends 1
funeral, from the rﬂldm-u.:; h‘::' ﬁ&mhﬁ:
lu“t:::?" l'.l‘:G;. lollnrboruulb. oo Wedoesday, the Uth
it ey clock. lnterment In  Leverloglon
EARP.—On the morning of the Inth |
l.l:.‘ F., wife of Theodore Earp, 10 the ng.::::" hnr'

uotice of the funeral will be glven. .
EWALD~On Baturday morning, instans,
CHARLES T EWALD in the BTt Jokt O/ Dl saeY
o we A pecte
fMrlly Invited 0 attend ‘ﬂm gu::.l.' D Bils ke
dence. o, 123 N. Kighih strest, on
noon, the 111h lowtant, st 1 o'clock.

FURLONGO.—At Camden, on the #th los‘ant. JOH,
BARNET, eon of kol y snd the late John W, l'ug
lvng. In the 18th year of his age,

Fuceral from his mother's resldence, Neo, 591 Mickle
sireel, Camaden, on Chursday morning, the 12th ln=
slans, & 10 0'clogh, "

HAV, KINd <Un Tussday mornl Novem
JOR'N ITAWETNG, in the T7ih year of hin age o 10

The relstives and friends uf the mumlly sre respects
Mily Inwiied tu attend bis faneral, from his [ate resls
i e R e A A N

1 0 . Without furi r nol -
ment at Medin Cometary, gt l.iat

KENNEDY.~On Hunday, the Sth instant, Mra,
INA BELLA, widow of the late Jolin Enunudy':hl n'l‘.'
¥ i yenr of ber age.

The relnt!ves and friends of the Mmumily are respest-
fully inviied to sstend her funeral, from her Iate resl-
denee, In Abingdon, on Weinesday, 1he 11ih instans,
st lo'clock P. M. Cerrloges will be ae Jeoklatown
Station to meet Lhe 105 o'clock Lraly,

AvesicaN

LIFE |INSURANCE ([OMPANY,
Or Philadelphia,

S« E. Corner Fourth and Walout Streetss

This Insttution has no superior in the United
..".'.. " 810

FAMILY SEWING-MACHINES.

CLOAKINGS. -
WINTER CLOAKINGS
™

French Velvet Cloths,
Astrachan Cloths,
Heavy Beaver Clothse
THE ABOVYE IN ALL COLORS,

JONN W, THOMAS,
Nos. 405 and 407 N. SECOND Bt.,

EMm PHILADELPHIA,

TO0 COUNTRY MERCHANTS,

Weo have now lo store & very large and varied as

wortoaent of
LADIES’ CLOAKINGS.

By calliog on us you csn 5ot only seé all the styles
In vogue, but be supplied Lo quautivies o sult &b e
lowest wholeasle rates,

Comparison of slock and § ricss with aoy wholeeale
hoose sollcited,

Bauplessent b mall when desired.

STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER

CENTRAL EMPORIUM,
COR, EIGHMTH AND MARKET STHE TS,
P4 G FPHILADRLFRLA,




